DACHSTEIN CIRCULAR WALKING TOUR

The directions for awonderful trekking tour in 8 stages round the Dachstein.
With many tips for variations to prominent summits and overnight stays.
And the stories behind the history.

The Dachstein — A World Heritage Site.

The Dachstein summit is 2.995 metres above sealevel and is the 2nd highest peak of the
northern Limestone-Alps.

Even though the Dachstein is no real “3000er”, it became long ago a trade mark, the mountain
region of the Dachstein with Hallstatt and the Inner-Salzkammergut were made a UNESCO
World Cultural Sitein 1997. The beautiful region now has the honour of being a“World
Cultural & Natural Heritage Site” — it has always inspired people with its varied landscapes
and is known as a“Mountain Personality” because:

Through the green alpine pastures are steep jagged rocks

Bizarre peaks, towers and mighty cliff-faces

Glacier ice, limestone rocks and lonely plateaus,

Forests and summits with magnificent views

Secret karst areas and shimmering mountain lakes lend character to the landscape around the
Dachstein.

Many famous people have left their tracks around the Dachstein, painters and authors,
scientists and noble patrons, mountaineers, climbers, cave-explorers, miners and craftsmen.
One can fed the fascination of the Dachstein, if you take a closer look at the craft and trade
around it. If you are out to see the traditional costumes you will definitely find what you were
looking for. The variety and fine details of the costumes are very distinct in the
Salzkammergut and play abig rolein the life of its inhabitants and their traditional music.
Their love of music and costume show itself at the various festivals which are afix part of the
calendar at the foot of the Dachstein

The route of the Dachstein-Circular-Walk in this guidebook is described in an anticlockwise
direction, because both the landscape and the altitude differencesfit in to the route
harmonically. Beginning at the northwest, at Lake Gosausee and then continuing aong the
foot of the Gosaukamm and the Dachstein south faces to Ramsau. From there the walk
continues at alevel higher crossing the glacier from east to west past the Guttenberghaus to
the Stoderzinken. Through the Notberggasse and the Viehbergalm you cross the lonely
highland region on the trails of the pilgrims northwards in the Salzkammergut. On level paths,
always following the River Traun you explore the Salzkammergut with its villages Bad
Aussee, Obertraun, Hallstatt and Bad Goisern. Finally you cross the Kamgebirge with the
Goiserer Hut on the way to Gosaul.

1) Lake Gosausee — Hofplrgl Hut: along the Austria Weg (Path) at the foot of the
Gosaukamm to the Hofpirgl Hut below the Bischofsmiitze

2) Hofplrgl Hut — Dachstein Siidwand Hut: Route: Linzer-Weg and Perner-Weg —in the
shadow of the Dachstein South Face.

3) Dachstein-Slidwand Hut - Hunerkogel — Guttenberghaus: High up on the glacier, walk over
the“Am Stein”

4) Guttenberghaus — Stoderzinken: Over the alpine pastures“Am Stein” to the summit
Stoderzinken

5) Stoderzinken — Bad Mitterndorf: through the Notgasse, al pine pasture of Viehbergalm and
to the lonely peak Steinitzenalm or Bad Mitterndorf

6) Salzkammergut — Hallstatt: level path along the stream: moor land, karst-areas, quiet forest
lakes and on the route Salzkammer-Weg to Hall statt

7) Hallstatt — Bad Goisern: along the salt-pipeline “ Soleweg” high above the Lake
Hallstéttersee to Bad Goisern alpine aternative in the face of glacier.



8) Bad Goisern — Gosau: on a steep route above the Goiserer Hut to Gosau.

The directions for atrekking tour in 8 stages round the Dachstein.

This trekking guide book gives you just one possibility to hike this route through its varied
scenery and explore the famous mountain range. In manageabl e stages without rope and
climbing equipment and walking times between four and seven hours, with a maximum of
1.000 metres atitude difference on ascents and perfect places for overnight stays at the end of
the day. And: the guide tells you the stories of the paths.

Best time: from mid June to mid October

Impressions from the route

The daily walking timeis usualy between 4 - 7 hours. The total route is along existing, well-
marked paths & climbs. At junctions of pathways there are extrasigns “Dachstein
Rundwanderweg.” Alternatives are taken into consideration and are shown and described
extra. When you wish to enjoy this trekking tour to its fullest then appropriate mountain
equipment, condition, stamina and sure-footing are requirements. And one further important
point: each route has been given atheme: Myths & legends, facts past & present, stories of
famous people, everything that is connected to the Dachstein, the Gosaukamm and the
landscape “Am Stein” inseparably connected. For each stage thereis a brief overview about
note worthy points but also information about of the public transport — cable car, train and
boat — short statements about interesting people, important peaks and naturally all important
tourist information & attractions in the valley and villages, tips on restaurants and inns and
overnight staysfor your journey.

Dachstein Circular Tour
Start and end of the 8 day tour isthe Lake “Vordere Gosausee”

1% Day: Gosausee — Zwieselalm — Austria-Weg — Stuhlalm — Hofpirgl Hut

The 1¥ stage of this tour begins with adramatic start. Theideal starting point is the Lake
“Vorderer Gosausee”. It can be reached in 10 minutes from Gosau with your car (also bus
connection) OR 2 hour walk along the route “ Panorama-Weg” from Gosau to the lake. A
beautiful restaurant is at the bottom terminal of the Gosaukamm cable car, ajunction of
different routes, with abig parking spot provides the ideal infrastructure for the beginning of
the Dachstein circular walk. From the restaurant it is only afew metresto the lake and
therewith one of the most impressive views that the Dachstein offers — the Gosauseeblick.
The sight of the glacier and its reflection in the lake inspired the Styrian folk poet Peter
Rosegger so much that he noted in hisfirst walking diary: “The Lake Gosausee is the mirror
of the Dachstein into which the old rascal 1ooks and admires himself every evening when the
sunsets it lets his cheeks glow.”

1st. Stage: Lake Gosausee 933m — Zwieselalm / Gablonzer Hut 1.485m (ascent Lake
Gosausee — Gablonzer Hut: about 1 hour 20 minutes) If you take the cable car to the
Gablonzer Hut on the Zwieselalm you can save yourself the 552 metres ascent

2nd. Stage: Walking time Gablonzer Hut to Stuhalm about 1 %2 to 2 hours.

The route number 620 begins directly at the lake and takes you through the apine forests
following the steep serpentines to the Gablonzer Hut. From there you can admire the
wonderful panorama, which is dominated by views of the Dachstein with the Gosau-
Torstein- and Schneeloch-Glacier. These are framed by the harsh peaks of the Gosaukamm,
first of al the Great Donnerkogel (2.055m). Then follow the route number 611, the so called
Austria Route, through the steep meadows (70 metres altitude ascent) to the “Oberer (upper)
Torlecksattel”. From there the path turns west-wards and you should take a last ook at the
northern glacier fields before the path continues ascending slightly along the south side of the



Great Donnerkogel. At the lower Torlecksattel the climbing route number 628 divides off up
the Great Donnerkogel (route for experienced walkers — partly secured —wonderful views).
Mostly flat or descending slightly the Austria Route crosses the steep, partly rocky flanks of
the Donnerkogel, going through dwarf pines (Attention: path can be slippery) and woods to
the Stuhlalm (1.461m).

Beautiful views of the Hohe Tauern and the summits of the Gosaukamm. At nearly the same
altitude as the Little Stuhlalm (snack stop), only 15 minutes south, is the Theodor Kdrner Hut
(Austrian Alpine Association Hut with 39 sleeping spaces — approach also possible directly
from Annaberg in the Lammertal (2 %2 hours). It isan ideal base for climbing many of the
summits of the Gosaukamm, like the Angerstein or Strichkogdl...

Then the path changes: for the passage to the Stuhlloch it is necessary to climb up 130 metres.
But then the route bends itself up and down through dwarf pines and rocks offering superb
views of the sharp ridges of the Gosaukamm. Then the green alpine pastures dominate and
dlightly lower liesthe “Little Sulzkaram”, where two dairymaids offer milk, butter and a
variety of self-made cheesesto the hikers. The small detour of 100 metres are absolutely
rewarding because in the early summer one can spot the so called “Kohlréserl” atype of
orchid. The next 45 walking minutes you have spellbinding views to the Bischofsmiitze, with
its double summit rising high above the Austria Route. Surprisingly after a bend the mighty
rock of the Torstein appears and in front of it you can also already see the Hofpurgl Hut (this
stage goal) on its seat high above the valley (1.701m). After another 30 minutes you will be at
the hut.

Facts— Hike, first day.

The Austria Route — number 601/ 611

Starting point: Gosau — Lake Gosausee. Large parking spot at the base station of the
Gosaukamm cable car. Bus service from Gosau.

Ascent along path number 620 from Lake Gosausee to the Gablonzer Hut

Ride with the Gosaukamm cable car from Lake Gosausee

“Gosaukammbahn” cable car Info hotline: +43-6134-8400

Walking time: 1-1 %2 hours for the ascent from Lake Gosausee to the Gablonzer Hut (566m
altitude difference)

From Gablonzer Hut to Hofplrgl Hut 4 - 5 hours

Gablonzer Hut: Possibility for overnight stay — DAV — 72 sleeping places, Tel.: 06136-8465
Altitude difference: Lake Vorderer Gosausee 940 m - 1.485 m Gablonzer Hut —1.701 m
Hofpulrgl Hut

Type: apine route. Moderate altitude difference after the Gablonzer Hut

Ascent of 552 metres to the Gablonzer Hut

Short stegp ascent to the Stuhlloch, more than 100 metres difference in atitude.

Other than that quite flat, highland pastures, dwarf pines, short forest passages. This part of
the route goes along the foot of the mountain Gosaukamm and aways offers magnificent
views of the sharp ridges looming high above and to the mountain chain of the beautiful Hohe
Tauern.

Restaurants: at the Lake Gosausee — Gasthaus Gosausee

Gablonzer Hut — at the beginning of the hike,

En route: the Stuhlalm and 10 minutes further the Theodor Korner Hut. Possibility to stay
overnight at an altitude of 1.466m, sleeping place for 30 dormitories and rooms (partly with
view from your pillow to the peak of the Bischofsmiitze) Contact — Tel: in the valley at
Annaberg: +43-6463-8534 or at the hut: +43-664-9166303

Sulzkaralm: short break of a  hour in order to try up to 5 different types of homemade
cheese from the dairymaid.

Hofpurgl Hut — 1.705 m, overnight stay, in the best position at the junction of routes and with
beautiful views. Austrian Alpine Association. Accommodation for 134 people — Tel: 06453-
8304



Themed-stage: Gosaukamm + Bible Ascent to the Kingdom of the Alpine Pastures.

Valley villages. Gosau, Annaberg, Filzmoos.

Gosau — a beautiful rambling village in the Gosautal Valley, mainly Protestant, at the foot of
the impressive mountain ridges of the Gosaukamm, interesting fossils.

Info—Tel: 06136-8295 www.tiscover.at/gosau

Annaberg in Lammertal — Ascent to Theodor Kérner Hut — 2 hours.
Info: Ferienregion Lammertal — Dachstein West: Tel.: +43 6243-4040-0

Filzmoos: (1.055 m) Idyllic village at the foot of the Bischofsmiitze.

Pilgrim church with the ,, Filzmooser Kindl* a picture from the 15th century of the Virgin
Mary

Walking village. 4 star chef in Hubertushof - Johanna Meier

Info: Tel: 06453-8235 www.filzmoos.at

Descent from the Hofpiirgl Hut to Filzmoos: about 40 minutes to the Aualm or 1 hour to the
Hofalmen (1.303 m) Toll road and walking route to Filzmoos. 1 %2 - 2 hours walking timeto
Filzmoos (or with ataxi).

Oberhofalm: over 300 year old alpine huts with cosy traditional rooms, old water whesl.
Unterhofalm — “The Adventure Alm”, over 220 years old.

Almsee — 10 minute walk from the Hofalm — flowery meadows, framed by the
Bischofsmiitze, Gosaukamm and Rétel stein, ascent to Rinderfeld and Linzer-Path about 1
hour.

Route over the Donnerkogel: there is an attractive aternative to the Austria Route leading to
the Stuhlalm, although only for experienced hikers with a good head for heights. Y ou will
pass the two summits of the Donnerkogel and the Strichkogel, climb up secured passages and
experience breath taking views down into the valley and awonderful view of the Dachstein
from the summit of the Donnerkogel.

Alpine Route

Easy ascent from the Gablonzer Hut to the Lower Torlecksattel and further on to the summit
of the Donnerkogel — 2.055m. Breath-taking view from the summit — Path number 628 to the
Donnerkogel summit from there path number 631 to the Stuhlaim

The following stretch is only suitable for trained mountaineers! The route from the
Donnerkogel summit over the Strichkogel to the Strichkogel-Schartl is a climbing route
secured with ropes. From there the route leads through the Tiefenkar and highland meadows
to the Stuhlalm

Ascent: 380m

Descent: 900m

Walking time from the Untere (lower) Torleck over both summits to the Stuhlalm:
approximately 4 hours, then continuing on the Austria Route numbers 601/611 to the
Hofpurgl Hut.

Why isit called the “Donnerkogel” - Thundersummit?

The legend says that hundreds of years ago two men were taken by surprise by a heavy
thunderstorm in the Spitzengebirge Mountains. One of them lost his courage and was sure
they would be struck by lightning. But the other one said “My name is Peter and | shi... on
the weather! But as soon as he had spoken these words Peter was struck by flash of lightning.
From then on the mountain on which the lightning struck was called Donnerkogel.

Remarkable: The Gosaukamm, a collection of 200 year old bizarre rock formations stretching
into the sky with its bright Shelly Limestone, originated from a coral reef of aflat lagoon. It
has been given the nickname “ The climbing place of God” by mountaineers.



Thereis an exceptionally large number of flora species around the Bischofsmitze and the
Auam especially from mid June. Marsh marigold, apine rose, gentian, mountain anemone,
SNOW rOSEsS. ...

Bible climbing route: atravel in time back to the religious battles in the south and north-west
of the Dachstein. Gosau, Bad Goisern and Ramsau were Protestant centres. The
“evangelicals’ were brutally driven out of Gosau! In Ramsau on the other hand the
Protestants lived for over two hundred years under the motto “be Protestant but pretend to be
Catholic” —with the help of bibles the evangelic belief was retained within families. The
supply of bibles was secured by cattle dealers from Gosau, who already then had trade
relations with south Germany and could import evangelical bibles that way. These operations
were extremely dangerous because anyone that owned a bible would be punished as a heresy.
Along the smuggling routes the bibles reached the farmers from Ramsau. The Austria—
Linzer —and Perner Route are identical to the bible smuggling routes.

Prominent “ Gosaukamm personality” : Paul Preuf3, one of the most well known free climbers
of histime, a pioneer of extreme climbing. He was a passionate advocate of pure-style
climbing. A man who was nicknamed “rambler of the clouds’ and the “squire of the mountain
world”, because he always wore a silk tie even when he was alone, admired even by Reinhold
Messner. He only lived to be 27 he fell fatally on the Gosaukamm in 1913 on his favourite
mountain the Mandlkogel. He accomplished 150 first ascentsin his short life.

Most striking summit: Bischofsmutze, 2.458m — with its freestanding double summit is the
landmark of the Gosaukamm. This striking summit has one of the most interesting first ascent
stories of all mountainsin the eastern Alps.

First ascent: In 1879 the Bischofsmitze was full of mountaineers — some of them were Lord
Pallavicini and his companions, guides from south Tyrol. They were al trying to reach the
summit for the first time. This story quickly spread. The renowned Ramsauer guides Steiner,
Schrempf and Knaus were a so trying to reach the summit. They even climbed together with
the Lord and his guides, but were forced to turn back due to a heavy snowstorm. Only two
weeks later the guides from Ramsau set off again (June 1879) and reached the summit of the
higher Bischofsmitze.

Consequently it stayed like this: Pallavicini had reached the Lower “Mdtze” (mitre) and the
Ramsauer guides the Higher Mitze — and a satirical song mocking the south Tyrolean
mountaineers was still sung for along time afterwards. Several rockslidesin the last 12 years
have made the route unusable.

2nd Day: Hofpurgl Hut — Linzer Route — Sulzenhals — Tor — Dachstein South Face Hut
Starting point is the Hofplrgl Hut at the foot of the Great Bischofsmiitze.

If you want to start your trekking tour hereit is best to begin in Filzmoos, drive to the Auam
and from there walk to the Hofptirgl Hut (45 min.)

The walk from the Hofpurgl Hut (1.705m) to the Dachstein Siidwand Hut is a beautiful high-
atitude-walk. The route numbers 601 / 612 + 617 is part of the Linzer Route and first crosses
the Kesselwand and is always climbing slightly into a massive cirque, where the Steigl route
number 612 divides off (over the Steigl Pass back to Gosau). Then the route winds itself over
the huge slopes filled with gravel beneath the Gosaustein (Caution: slippery in spring due to
snow rests) and continues to the Rinderfeld (1- 1 %2 hours walking time). Green and smooth
meadows and gentle hills at the foot of the Hochkesselkopf plus the beautiful and unspoilt
view south wards to the Hohe Tauern make this section above the timber line an unforgettable
hike. From the Rinderfeld the Linzer-Weg (number 601) turns off to the Reil3gangsattel and
continues as a high alpine tour up to the Adamek Hut and Gosau Glacier. The trekking tour
although is marked as route number 617. The following section is extraordinarily beautiful:
many flowers, very old “Wetterzirben” (Alpine pines) and the rock formations of the
Hochkesselkopf (left) and the Torstein (right) above the route make a perfect alpine
panorama. After this gentle section over the Rinderfeld comes another steep climb up to the



Sulzenschneid. The view from the cross on its summit (1.990 m) makes up for the tough
exertions. An absolutely magnificent 360° panoramais the ideal place for along break at
halftime of the day’ s stretch. The glacial mountains of the Hohe Tauern, the double summit of
the Bischofsmiitze and the Torstein with its vast dimensions as well as the near Rotelstein
form terrific scenery.

The further route continues through dwarf pines downwards to the Sulzenhal s (ascent to the
Rotelstein 1 hour) and then over the giant Windlegekar. Here the route number 614 divides of
to the Bachalm (1/2 hours — lodging possibilities) with regular bus service to Filzmoos and
Ramsau. In the event of bad weather there is the possibility to abort the tour here or (in fog)
instead of hiking over the “Tor” go by the easier route from the Bachalm (route #671) to the
Neustattalm and Goslalm. The Géslalm (approximately 75 minutes from the Bachalm) offers
lodging as well as a bus service to Ramsau or the base terminal of the glacier cable car.

The route number 617 now crosses the Schuttkar below the Windelgrat (longest climbing
ridge in the eastern Alps up to the Torstein summit) and starts climbing steadily right up to the
“Tor” (2.033 m). This“Tor” (door) isanatural gash between Raucheck (right) and the
Torstein south face.

If you walk quietly you can often see chamoises.

Now you will seefor the first time the Dachstein south facesin their full extent in front of you
and below on the Schdnbiihel the day’ s goal, the Stidwand Hutte (south face hut) is already
visible. But before that the route winds itself down another 100 metresin steep serpentines
finally leading to the Torboden (caution is necessary in spring due to snow). The next hour the
route takes you up and down over scree, past giant boulders and all that immediately beside
the south face. The giant rock faces tower up 1000 metres above the highland valley and if the
weather is good you may be able to see and hear climbersin the rock faces. The last ascent up
the Schonbihel on which the Stidwand Hut stands is quite strenuous! But you will be treated
with views from the unique position of the hut. Overnight stay.

Facts

Linzer Highland Route Numbers: 601 / 617

Starting point Hofpirgl Hut / village in valley Filzmoos — Info: Tel: +43-6453-8235

Walking time: 4 - 5 hours

Differencein altitude: 1.705m — 1.871m — 2 short but steep ascents and descents from
Sulzenhals and Tor, each about 100 metres

Route Characteristic: beautiful highland routes, alpine climbs, impressive, varied landscape
and views to the horizon. Pastures with cattle and wonderful idyllic a pine meadows full of
flowers and fauna which range from vintage dwarf and alpine pines to larches and are framed
by the north face of the rocks and cliffs of the Gosaustein.

The Sulzenschneid (with summit cross and bench) as pulpit, the mighty Schuttkar in
Windleger, the passage via Tor and the hike near to the foot of the Dachstein south face.
Stage theme: Forbidden Bible Hike of the Dachstein south face

Dachstein Pioneers — 1st ascent of the Dachstein south face

Restaurants: Only at the beginning and at the end of the tour. Or diversion to the Sulzenhals:
about 45 minutes to the Sulzenalm / Wallehenalm (1.608 m) — direction route number 638 /
Filzmoos.

About 1 hour to the Bachlalm (1.490m) direction east / Ramsau, route number 614, overnight
stay, many marmots in the area, partly very tame.

Dachstein Stidwand Hut: privately run, accommodation for 60, Tel.: 03687-81509.

Starting point for many climbing tours of the Dachstein south face and climbing route
“Johann”.

Well-loved destination for excursions, beautiful terrace, wonderful views far into the distance
& views of the impressive south face of the Dachstein.

About a 35 minute walk to the Tirlwand, bottom-station of the Dachstein Glacier-Cable-Car.
Area Turlwand: 1.700 m above sea level — bottom-station of the Dachstein Glacier-Cable-Car.
End point of the Dachstein Road, bus from Turlwand to Ramsau and Schladming



There are 3 hotels in the area near the bottom station at an atitude of 1.700m:
Hotel Turlwand, Gasthof Hunerkogel, Hotel Dachstein.

Descent to Ramsau:

On the 5-Huts-Circular route — about 1 %2 hours — to Ramsau village.

A Specid Tip:

Every Thursday from 29.06. thereisa*“sunrise” cable car at 5am from the Hunerkogel to the
Dachstein Glacier.

Booking is necessary — breakfast in the Panorama Restaurant on the glacier at an altitude of
2.700 misincluded.

Advantage: the possibility of experiencing abeautiful sunrise and an early start on the glacier
and one has plenty of time even to climb to the summit of the Dachstein

Registration is absolutely necessary: Tel: 03687-22042-800

Also consider: the hotels at the bottom station Turlwand all offer comfort and one is staying
directly near the cable car — time saving

An advantage is to use the sunrise-cable-car when it is still dark.

It isabout 35 minutes from the Stidwand Hut to the Turlwand.

Villagesin the valley

Ramsau am Dachstein — arambling village at the foot of the Dachstein,

High plateau above Schladming at 1.000m to 1.300 m. Protestant parish, an attractive
“walking village’, used to be called Ahorntal => maple-valley. Cross country skiing, venue of
the 1999 World Championship Nordic-Skiing Games. Well-known felting factory at Ramsau
Réssing, run by Family Steiner. The 1% climbers of the Dachstein south face — Franz and
Georg (,,Irg*) Steiner are also from this family. In 1965 the path to Turlwand was built — 1969
the Dachstein Glacier cable car was opened.

Bus from Schladming — Ramsau — Turlwand

Last bus from the bottom station to Ramsau departs at about Spm.

Info: TV Ramsau — Tel.: 03687-81833 www.ramsau.com

Glacier cable car and weather information: 03687-22042-500

Note:

Ramsau was the first tolerant parish in Austria which confessed itself Protestant after the
reformation. And that after 200 years of prohibition. The Evangelical belief was passed on
within the family, through the bible, secret meetings in the hay barn of the “M oarhofbauern”
and on the “Predigtstuhl®, high above Ramsau, hel ped to overcome these difficult times.

Dachstein-Personalities

*Dachstein first ascent — 1834 by Peter Gappmaier from Filzmoos

*Dachstein Stdwand first ascent — 1909 by Franz and Georg Steiner, two brothers from
Ramsau. They were the first ones to succeed in overcoming the over 800 metre vertical south
face of the Dachstein Stidwand. The key part was the Steiner-Route (named after them) where
there was only grip for their hands... The two brothers reached the top in just over 4 hours.
Today the Steiner-Route is a classic and belongs to the most popular routes of the south face.
The writer Kurt Maix has given the two brothers a memorial with his book “Im Banne der
Dachstein Stidwand” (*under the spell of the Dachstein south face") and gathered many
anecdotes especially from the hectic life of Steiner “Irg”. Irg was always there, at every
mountain adventure, every time there was fun but he was aso part of many mountain rescues
without making fuss and big stories from it. Rudolf Lehr characterised Irg perfectly in his
book “Dachstein”: Steiner Irg, on the hunt for summits, chamoises and girls. (Dirndls) And
supposedly not less than 14 illegitimate children from 4 mothers are from him! Franz Steiner
on the contrary built up the Lodenwalke and collected Jodlers and folksongs; his daughter,
Steiner Gretl has continued this tradition with her partner, the mountain guide Heli Gerbauer
up until today.



Lodenwal ke in Ramsau Réssing: production of Loden, felting-products and Schladminger
Loden. Only sheep wool which has been worked on “with time” is used for the products. It is
the birth place of the Steiner brothers.

Dachstein glacier cable car — built 1969, overcomes 1000 metres altitude difference without a
single pylon, 70 people per gondola,

New: Viewing platform “ Sky Walk” and “sun rise-gondola’. Toll road from Ramsau to the
base terminal of the glacier gondola Turlwand (6km)

Most striking summit: the Dachstein with its 2.995 metres above sea level

First the Dachstein still counted as a 3.000er! With modern survey methods there were only
2.995 metres. Peter Rosegger, a Styrian folk poet described thisin his diary “Wanderbuch” in
1848 as following: If 1.600 fully grown men line themselves up on a beach of the Adriatic
sea, everyone standing on the head of another one, the head of the top man would be as high
as the Dachstein.

The Dachstein owes its striking appearance to the glaciers in the north; they are the most
easterly onesin Austria and to the tremendous rock faces in the south. Painters, poets and
artists have appreciated this at all times — Peter Rosegger called the mountain

“Magjoratsherr” (Big Lord) and therewith made it a extraordinary mountain personality!

3rd Day: Sldwand Hut — Glacier Hike — viathe high plateau “Am Stein” to the
Guttenberghaus

Starting point is the Dachstein Sidwand Hut — 35 minute descent to the Turlwand, the bottom
station of the Dachstein Glacier-Cable-Car (1.700m). Who wishes instead of an overnight stay
in the Stidwand Hut can stay in one of the 3 hotels only a couple of minutes from the glacier
cable car

The cable car begins at 8am except for Thursdays —where it already begins at 5am with the
“Sunrise Car” reservation is necessary.

The cable car ascends 1000 metresin only 7 minutes to the mountain station Hunerkogel at
2.700 m above sealevel. New: the “Sky Walk” is aviewing platform on the Hunerkogel.

Alternative: instead of the ascent with the cable car, you can climb the Schwadering and
Hunerscharte to the glacier. Starting point is the Stidwand Hut. The climb begins from behind
the hut - number 615. In steep winding serpentines the route climbs through the corrie of the
Schwadering. The 1% climbers were successful because of the Ramsauer , Auhdusler*, during
ahunting trip he followed the tracks of afleeing mountain goat and by chance found aroute
through the rock falls of the Schladminger Glacier. Today this part is secured and goesviaa
spectacular route to the edge of the glacier. Differencein altitudeis 1.000 metres.
Alternative to Summit:

Ascent to the Dachstein Summit

Who wishes to see the sunrise on the glacier, has enough time, aslong as oneisin good
condition, to reach the Dachstein summit. About 1% - 2 hours from the mountain station.

The snow path going past the pylons of the cable car leads in the direction of “Dirndl”. After
an easy descent going directly past the Dirndlkolk (aravine cut out by the wind) the route
climbs up steeply to the Seethaler Hut on the Dachsteinwarte. A superb viewing point and a
good starting point for the direct climbing route to the summit

There are 2 possible routes to the summit: Schulteranstieg (beginning directly at the base of
the rock and is a climbing route via the Mecklenburger Band, about 100 metres above the
Randkluft where the normal route joins.) Normalanstieg: the normal route in contrast to
Schulteranstieg has a steep start through snow to the beginning of the climb at Randkluft, and
then 180 metre rock climb to the summit. Not a climbing route but there several hooks and
steel ropes. Walking time there and back to the mountain station is about 4 hours.

The Dachstein is the highest summit in this mountain range, 2.9965metres above sea level.



High alpine huts: the Adamek Hut on the Gosau Glacier and the Simony Hut on the
Hallstétter Glacier. High alpine routes are used as connections to, for example, the Hohen
Trog.

An alternative route, for those with less time, to the summit of the Dachstein is the Hohe
Gjaidstein (2 to 242 hours there & back). Number 615 — starting point is the small mountain
rescue hut in the rocks about 10 minutes above the glacier, northwards. A gentle climbing
route with magnificent views - very worthwhile. Difference in altitude: 2.646 —2.794 m
summit of the Hohe Gjaidstein.

The Route to Guttenberghaus — Glacier Hike

The glacier beginsimmediately after you leave the top station — in the south the massive rock
faces descend right down to the Ramsauer a pine pastures, and on the other side the huge
glacia area stretchesitself into the north, only disturbed by the Gjaidstein. Eastwards beyond
the Schladminger Glacier the vast areas and ridges of the “Landscape on Stone” — Am Stein -
appear. Behind that the various mountains are overtopped by the size of the Grimming. The
route to the Guttenberghaus (hut) first leads northwards passing the double drag-lift on the | eft
descending eastwards. The number of the routeis 674. Caution isrequired if you are early
and the snow is still frozen from the cold nights. Also make sure the weather is fine. The tour
leads you through high-alpine terrain (2.700m) and there are no shelters during the entire 4
hour walk until you reach the Guttenberghaus. For orientation you can use the snow poles and
marked stones as well as the “ Tauben” (stone heaps showing you the way). Walking sticks are
certainly useful. Special attention is needed when crossing over from snow to rock as the rock
warms and melts the snow around it and therefore can collapse easily when you tread on it.
Important: good, solid shoes = hiking boots, rainproof clothing, food and alot to drink.

The Landscape is typical for the highland “on the rocks’ (Am Stein): snow troughs, small
ascents, ridges, small pillows of grass and a vast view right back into the Totes Gebirge. In
the south the northern rock falls of the Koppenkarstein accompany the route #674; later the
mountain range of the Scheichenspitze is visible behind the Landfried Valley.

On top of the Feisterscharte (2.198m) two routes meet each other. The route #616 leads to the
Krippenstein crossing over “the landscape on stone” (Am Stein). Number 616 is the descent
down to the Guttenberghaus (2.146m) which is already visible and then further to Ramsau.
Route #618 |eads you westwards to the Stoderzinken. The Feister Scharte is aridge between
the striking Eselstein and the Sinabell. The descent to the Guttenberghaus is short and steep.
The hut isareally cosy base high above Ramsau.

Beware of thunderstorms and fog — temperature falling rapidly means that the marked routes
are no longer visible due to snow — please pay close attention to the weather forecast! The
alternative for the hiker in bad weather is - instead of the glacier trek — descend to the Ramsau
5-Huts-Route (No. 6 & 615) from Hotel Turlwand or viathe AustriaHut (No. 671) and the
Roseggersteig to Ramsau village. For those wishing to continue the walk, continue along the
route to the beautiful farmhouse Mayrhofer and do not go into the village. Route:
Panoramaweg No. 1, above Ramsau to the Gasthaus Feisterer. Here begins the climb number
616 to the Guttenberghaus.

Walking time: Ascent about 1 %2 hours from Ramsau village,

Panoramaweg to Feisterer about 1%2 hours, ascent to Guttenberghaus 2 to 2 ¥z hours, total time
about 5-6 hours.

Facts: The walk on the 3rd day

Glacier wak over the Schladminger Glacier to the Guttenberghaus

Starting point: Stidwand Hut — Tarlwand, bottom station of the Dachstein Glacier cable car.
Ascent with the Dachstein Glacier cable car to the mountain station Hunerkogel at 2.700m
above sealevel

Or ascent viathe Hunerscharte to the Hunerkogel — Route number 615, altitude difference
1.000 metres to the glacier, the last section is secured with ropes.



Glacier walk: marked route number 674, coloured markings on the rocks and snow poles.
Walking time: 4 - 5 hours.

Differencein atitude: 2.687 — 2.147 m — descent only.

Route characteristic: Glacier walk over the Schladminger Glacier and over the high plateau
Am Stein. No glacier crevices on the Schladminger Glacier. Be careful if the snow ishard —a
good help isto have walking sticks. Then continue on an alpine climbing route over the scree
and grass, some sections partly rocky.

Danger in fog and bad weather, problems with orientation, no refuge en route.

Alternative for the day’ s route: Dachstein summit climb or the Gjaidstein summit
Alternative for bad weather:

Descent to Ramsau — Panoramaweg to Gasthaus Feisterer and ascent to the Guttenberghaus.
About 5 - 6 hours walking time. Ascent: 500 m, descent: 1000 m.

Bus connection from Glacier cable car bottom station to Ramsau village.

Restaurants: Hotel Tirlwand, Gasthof Hunerkogel, Glacier Panorama Restaurant

Seetaler Hut at the Dachstein-look-out (only when climbing to the summit of the Dachstein)
No restaurants en route to the Guttenberghaus

Guttenberghaus — overnight stay. Situated, 2.146m above sea level, important walking base,
Austrian Alpine Association (OAV), Family-friendly-Hut, sleeps 70, rooms & dormitories,
good food, training climbing route, equipment rental, gentle climbing route near the hut.
Tel.:+43-3687-22753. Open to the public from Whitsun to mid October.

Prominent summit: the local mountain of Ramsau is the Scheichenspitze 2.667 m. Can be
reached from the Guttenberghaus in about 2 hours, secured alpine climb. The Eselstein can be
easily reached by a short steep climb that starts near to the huts. The Sinabell is awonderful
viewing point and is easily accessible viaits green northern face.

Descent to Ramsau — 1000 metres — route number 616 through the Tiefkar to Gasthaus
Feisterer, above the Ramsau Kulm.

Info: Walking Village TV Ramsau am Dachstein, Tel. +43-3687-81833 www.ramsau.com

Theme: glacier walk “on the rock” — Am Stein —awonderful high plateau to the north and
east of the Dachstein. A large Karst area of about 20 square kilometres at between 2.400 and
1.900 metres above sealevel. If you look carefully you will be able to find fossils such as the
“Dachsteinmuschel” which the locals call “Kuhtrittmuschel” (cow hoof fossil) dueto its
shape.

Note:

The Guttenberghaus was the base for the winners of the international Raiffeisen-Y outh—
Contest. They were supervised by Prof. Heinrich Harrer and ski hero Tonis Sauler.

“Am Stein” — vast highland between 1.900 and 2.400 metres above sea level in the east of the
Dachstein Glacier. The karst landscape is hard to overlook due to its countless humps,
troughs, rocks and dwarf pinesinterrupted by larch trees. The highland “am Stein” was once
full of numerous apine pastures. Scientific research has proved cultivation from 700 years
ago. The mild climate enabled Bronze Age people to set up temporary settlements. The
finding of a spear at the Lackner Miesberg (2072m) also suggests that this area was used early
by mankind.

The ANISA, an association for alpine research, could recently archeologically completely
explore a prehistoric alpine pasture in the area of the Konigreichalm.

This hut was used for 200 years as carbon-dating of charcoal pieces found in the old fire pits
suggested cultivation from 1.360 BC to 1.170 BC! This early exploitation of the highlands
around the Dachstein is closely linked to salt mining in Bronze Age Hallstatt. The inhabitants
of the already densely populated Hallstatt were reliant on products from local mountain
pastures. (From: www.ansia.at - 3.360 year old am hut excavated in the Dachstein region)

In 1792 there were still 95 alpine pastures alone in Upper Austria, plus 6 from Schladming in
the “am Stein” landscape. Today there is only one single pasture, the Grafenbergalm, which is
still cultivated by farmers from Ramsau.



The many fossilized shellsin the area of the Scheichenspitze and Am Stein that have started
different fables:

The Devils-Horseshoe: 6 Godless farmers from the Ramsau which never went to church but
instead were always in the pub drinking, playing and swearing were punished hard for it. One
night the landlord had already gone to bed when he heard a strange noise. As he wanted to
check his pub he found a big horse skeleton in front of it. Sitting on it was a fleshless figure
and from the skull undernesth alittle hat with ared feather he could see blue flames
emerging. Behind the horse were the 6 farmers from Ramsau chained up with a heavy metal
chain. Thislineament started moving noiseless and stopped at the blacksmith. He had got up
asif hewas driven by a mystic power, lit the fire and the made 6 horseshoes. As he came to
the door the horseman was already waiting with his prisoners. The smith started nailing the
horseshoes he had made onto the six farmers feet. As areward the horseman threw a sack in
front of hisfeet and then the clattering and clanking lineament started moving with
unbelievable pace. Frightened stiff the smith watched them disappear in a sun ray behind the
summit of the Scheichenspitze. The sack was full of gold, but as he opened it the next
morning it was filled with smelly garbage. During the night a heavy storm descended on the
Scheichenspitze and Ramsau. The first hunters which dared to go up to the summit again
shortly afterwards found marks from the horseshoes in the soft ground...the landlord and the
blacksmith died a short time after the frightening experience and the farmers where never
Seen again.

4th Day — Trekking over the high alpine pastures.

From Guttenberghaus to Stoderzinken

After anight in the Guttenberghaus a beautiful alpine trek awaits the hiker. After the 1% ascent
to the Feisterscharte with its attractive view down to the Ramsau and to the Schladminger
Tauern then follows the very individual landscape of the Am Stein. An amost endless surge
from the grey mountain ridges to the green hollows are interrupted only by various species of
dwarf pine. To the west the peaks of the Stoderzinken and the Grimming can be seen on the
horizon, whilst to the north-west the peaks of the mountain chain Toten Gebirge can be seen.
From the Feisterscharte route number 618, going westward — it is a gentle descent along the
north face of the Sinabell. After about a good hours walk the dominant feature above the
Holltal Valley are the rough boulders and wild landscape. It isasurprising view looking
down onto the Lake Hollgrabensee, it is awelcoming change in this barren rocky landscape to
its see the emerald green waters

When there is a storm over the high plateaus, then one can hear wailing and whistling noises
through the holes in the rocks....then one understands why the lake got its name of
Hollgraben = Hell-hole

From the beginning of July the surrounding basin of the lake isfull of blooming alpine roses.
A narrow track leads down to the lake. The lake most likely feeds the stream via underground
passages, then rages down through the ravine - Silberkarklamm.

Route number 619 after Grubach divides and continues via the alpine pastures of the
Stangalm (not open to the public) then a steep descent to the Silberkarhitte and further on to
the Ramsau Rossing and Lodenwalke (Bus connection to Ramsau). Route 618 continues
further, descending about 200 metres to the al pine pastures of Grafenbergalm, path continues
through charming and varied scenery: rocks, dwarf pines, meadows of flowers, ravines and
sometimes steep cliff faces, mould this landscape, that which looks so uniform from the
distance but actually close to awaits an unbelievable wealth of scenery. After about awalking
time of 2 %2to 3 hours one reaches the Grafenbergalm at 1.783 m. A wonderful Alp-cauldron
with green pasture areas, aso there are many different species of flora and faunawhich are
described by Bodo Hell who has worked here on the alp for the past 25 years in the summer
(Thereis away from Lodenwalker and Gasthaus Burgstaller in Ramsau via the Stornam to
the Grafenbergalm at the foot of the Kufstein. Alpine roses and awealth of flowers make the



hike areal pleasure, especially in July. Asthereis hardly any water en route, make sure that
you take enough with you and be careful of the changing weather conditions. The
Grafenbergam is at ajunction of walking paths — check the signs!

The scenery changes from the Grafenbergalm, as here begin the forests again. Route number
61 takes you directly west - after afew minutes you will reach a fantastic viewing spot above
the Lake Grafenbergsees with a super view back to the Dachstein Glacier. Y ou will walk
steadily up and down through small basins full of flowers, then through the forest with dwarf
pines and you will have to walk around small rock faces, views down to the Lake Ahornsee
invite you to rest and in the end you will wander through larch-tree forests and the route
climbs up in serpentine bends, over many roots and rocks to the Brinnerhitte (Possible
overnight stay). A further 20 minute walk — gentle ascent — and you reach the Gasthaus
Steiner, (1.872 m), a Gasthaus with all necessary comforts, which is connected by a beautiful
pass road with Grobming.

The advantage is that one is near to the summit of the Stoderzinken — 2048 m - walking time
45 minutes. The summit of the Stoderzinken offersin hte evening and at sunrise adreamlike
view of the Dachstein and the Schladminger Tauern. For those that have enough condition —
the view from the summit is really worth the effort!

Facts:

Starting point: Guttenberghaus — Highland route number 618 to Stoderzinken

Walking time: 6 - 7 hours

Difference in altitude: Guttenberghaus 2.146 m, Feisterscharte 2.198 m, Grafenbergalm
1.783m, Brinner hut 1.737 m und Gasthof Steiner 1.872 m.

Marked route number: 618 — coloured markings and signs.

Junction — nodal point: Feisterscharte, descent Silberkar, Grafenbergalm, junction Notgasse,
Brunner hut.

Route characteristic: alpine climb, at first heaps of scree and boulders, then al pine meadows,
forest climbs with fantastic views. Especialy in July beautiful alpine flora and fauna. An
attractive route along the south east foothills of “Am Stein”. Be careful of sudden weather
changes and keep to the paths!!

Possibilities of descent: to the Silberkar Hut or viathe Grafenbergalm to Wei ssenbach and
Haus in Ennstal via Stornalm (Route number 666) or vialakes Grafenberg and Ahornsee
(route number 668).

Restaurants: only Guttenberghaus, Brinnerhttte and Gasthof Steiner on the Stoderzinken.
In between is only the Grafenberalm and thisis not arefuge.

Overnight stay:

Brunner Hut — 1737 m, privately run. Possibility for overnight stay and meals.

Gasthof Steiner — 1872 m — private. 15 rooms, all comfort rooms, wonderful views, good
food, Sauna. Info: Tel.: +43-3686-2646 od. 0664-2443358 www.steinerhaus.at

Variation to Stoderzinken directly to Viehbergalm: then to Grafenbergalm, the junction to
Notgasse (Schildenwang — 1.634 m) is about agood 1 hours walk. Schildenwang — Notgasse
— Brandalm — Viehbergalm — walking time about 2 %2 to 3 hours.

Overnight stay on the Viehbergalm in the Ritzinger Hut — see Facts 5" Stage.

Villagesin the valley:

Markt Grébming 770 m. Spatown at the foot of the Stoderzinken and the Kammespitze.
Impressive late Gothic parish church with a Gothic atar. Venue of the annual Ennstal Classic,
an Old-timer Rally with famous drivers.

Info: TV Grobminger Land Tel.: +32-3685-22131-0 www.groebming.at

WEell built pass road to Steinerhaus am Stoderzinken. All year round thereis a pilgrimage
from Grébming via Viehbergalm to Maria Kumnitz by Bad Mitterndorf.

Prominent Summit:

The Kufstein. Zugang ab der Grafenbergalm

The Stoderzinken: views from the summit very worth while — about 1 hour ascent from
Steinerhaus. 15 mins. To the beautifully situated peace-chapel - Friedenskirchlein.



Stage theme: Route over the mountain range — the high apine pastures of “Am Stein®.
Itisavery individual landscape with Alps, troughs, lonely and wonderful but not harmless.
Fog and thunderstorms are especially dangerous.

Ancient paths — Saumpfade — passages for the mules originated in the valley of Ennstal
connecting it with Hallstatt, also north with south (today route number 666). Salt was
smuggled from the miners of Hallstatt and was exchanged for the home-distilled Schnapps
from the farmers of Ramsau, at atime when there was a monopoly on salt.

Also the hunters and poachers have left their tracks behind in this landscape. Y ou can
discover more in the novel from Peter Gruber ,, Notgasse®; published in acollection of works
called “Landschaft am Stein* printed by alocal publisher.

The Grafenbergalm, beautifully situated, can be reached from Ramsau, the alpine herdsman
Bodo Hell is here host. He looks after 75 young cattle, 7 goats and a vast number of sheep,
whichisn’t easy in thisterrain.

Famous Personalities:

The authors Bodo Hell und Peter Gruber.

Bodo Hell — an alpine herdsman, who for the past 25 years has looked after the animals of the
7 farmers from Ramsau at the Grafenbergalm. He is an author by profession and lives
otherwise in Salzburg.

Peter Gruber lives and works on his novelsin the summer in asmall alpine hut at Am Stein,
he is known as alover and appreciator of the landscape. He chooses themes about the past of
the area Am Stein like the peasant revolt in Schladming of 1525, where the Protestant farmers
were persecuted or the old stories of poachers and the revolution of the oppressed country
inhabitants against the gentry. And currently — his new novel is about the tragedy of the
Hellbronner Children. (Easter 1954: 10 pupils and 3 teachers became lost in a snow-storm on
the Krippenstein, and in spite of a huge mountain rescue operation they could not be rescued
intime.)

Archduke Johann, the Styrian Prince, mentioned in his diary of 1823 that he once walked over
the Stein and stayed overnight in an apine hut: “1 climb into bed in the hut, which out of habit
is extremely high, therefore isimpossible under the ceiling to sit up in bed. And with the noise
of the crickets and the biting flees, | lept, God pray for these people.”

Worth Noting:

The peace chapel of Stoderzinken is spectacular, like an eagles nest nestled on the rocks —
built in 1902 by Emil Ritter von Horstig. He intended to plant brown coal at Stoderzinken, but
had to admit that it was not profitable. Also at this time the first cart-track to Stoderzinken
was made, that was then extended into atoll road in 1958 — impressive panoramic views.

5th Day — Stoderzinken — Notgasse — Viebergalm — Hochmuhleck — Steinitzenalm

If you stay in Gasthof Steiner, you have the wonderful scenery right in front of your window.
Peter Rosegger (famous Styrian local poet) already raved about these views, on the occasion
of the visit of hisfriend Emil Ritter von Horstig at Stoderzinken. The “peace chapel” -
Friedenskirchlein - is only a 15 minute walk, to see how the chapel is spectacularly stuck into
the rock of Stoderzinken and it is also known as an attractive viewing pulpit. Before breakfast,
especially at sunrise one should seek this place. Peter Rosegger wrote: He stands out there
behind the nearby gnarled fir trees high and wide are hiswalls, ice fields and pointed cones —
the Dachstein. Terribly close. And in what light! Not night and not day; a matt unearthly
wonderful red that was poured out over the trees stones and ice, alight, like no other light
seen before on earth.

Behind the chapel - Friedenskirchlein —is a gentle ascent - the Florasteig — directly to the
summit of the Stoderzinken (total about 35 — 40 minutes) or one goes back to the monument
of Rosegger — keep right and walk on the normal path to the summit. Considering the length
of the day’ s tour to the Steinitzenalm it is wise to divides one' s strength. From Gasthaus
Steiner aong the Naturstral3e to the Brinner Hut (on the same route as on day 4) and then



follow, always gently downhill, the route number 618. A beautiful clear opening in the larch
forest with some dwarf pinesis the scenery for the next couple of hours. The path isatrue
Wurzelsteig — route over roots — and requires your full attention. The junction of number 618
to Notgasse lies in the bottom of the valley below the Kimpflingsattel and is signposted, but
you still need to be observant. The walk along here to Notgasse is about 30 minutes —in the
forest there are afew open clearings, where in the past charcoal was made. The appropriate
old name for the landscape is - Wiesmahd (mountain meadow), Brandner Urwald (Jungle)...a
rock with chiselled out signs shows you the direction to Brand. Shortly after you reach
Notgasse, there is a narrow and about 500 m long, gloomy ravine that still has snow in it long
into the summer. That is why the carvingsin the stone are not always easy to spot, especially
asthey are low down, just above the ground. Some rock paintings are already very weathered,
some have been drawn over and are almost unrecognisable. (Protected historical monument —
do not damage!) Some of the rock carvings could be up to 2000 years old, exact dating has
not yet been possible. Continue along the ancient mule path - Saumpfad - through the ravine
that is at an altitude of 1.570 m, at some points only 2 metres wide and the rock faces on both
sides are up to 60 m high. Shortly after reaching the Notgasse you come to a new forestry
road that you must continue along until you reach the Brandalm. It takes from Gasthaus
Steiner (1.872 m) to the Brandalm (1.390m) about 2 hours — the junction from the forestry
path to Viehbergalm is behind the Brandalm in the forest and is called Bettlersteig — walking
time about 45 minutes.

The Viehbergalm (1.445 m) isa small, beautiful apine hamlet with several huts open to the
public, where you can try the fresh local apine specialities. It isalso possibleto stay in the
Ritzinger Hut overnight (Max. 10 people).

Descend along route number 28 to Grébming via the Ofen (well known mountain bike route).
Continue to the summit of Hochmihleck, 1.731 m, which is the highest peak in this area, and
offers a magnificent view to the lonely landscape of the mountain chain — Kemetgebirge. The
following descent to Goseritzalm (1.419 m) is steep; continue to the Langmoosalm and
Steinitzenalm (about 1.000 m) then steadily downhill through the wonderful forest. Walking
time - Viehbergalm — Steinitzenalm about 3 hours. The Steinitzenalm is open to the public,
fresh alpine produce is served here and offers the possibility for up to 8 people to sleep here.
Otherwise there is the possibility viathe Almgraben to descend to Bad Mitterndorf and Bad
Heilbrunn. The new spa hotel with thermal waters is opening in 2008.

Facts for the hike on the 5th day — crossing the high plateau of “Am Stein” to the north -
Stoderzinken — Viehbergalm — Steinitzenalm

Starting point: Stoderzinken P/ Gasthof Steiner or Briinner Hut — accessible from the village
of Grobming viaa 12 km long pass road — toll-free.

Walking time: Gasthof Steiner to Viehbergalm — about 3 hours. Viehbergalm — Hochmiihleck
—Steinitzenalm also about 3 hours — total length of walking tour 6 - 7 hours.

Difference in altitude: Descent from Steinerhaus: from 1.872 metresto 1.445 metres, to
Viehbergam

Ascent to the Hochmihleck: 1.445 metresto 1.731 metres

Descent to the Steinitzenalm — 980 metres

Route marked: from Gasthof Steiner/Stoderzinken number 618 in the direction of
Grafenbergalm to the junction Notgasse, then take the Dachstein ,, Rundweg” — circular route.
Follow signs aong the Notgasse and via Brandal m to Viehbergalm — Hochmuihleckgipfel —
Goseritzalm — to the Steinitzenalm.

Route characteristic: Forest climbs: Waldsteige — Tree-root-climbs. Wurzel steige. Passage
through the narrow ravine: Felsklamm Notgasse (Beware when there is still snow). Forestry
paths, summit climbs and alpine pastures.

Restaurants en route:

Viehbergalm — Alpine specialities: fresh milk, butter & cheese etc.

Tel.: +43-3685-22474 or 0676-9459817 Open to the public — 1% July to 18" September —
Family Ritzinger / Grébming.



Steinitzenalm — Base, possible for overnight stay.

Fresh milk produce, home baked bread and Bio-beef produce,

Overnight stay: Rooms and dormitories. Open to the public; 15" June to 15" September —
Family Adler.

Tel.: +43-3624-270 or 0664-5014389

Alternative from Steinitzenam:

Route number 20 via Langmoosalm over the Almgraben to Bad Heilbrunn / Bad Mitterndorf
(Train station —train stop: Bad Mitterndorf/Bad Heilbrunn)

Route number 20, turns left to Maria Kumnitz — an old pilgrim route Grébming - Maria
Kumnitz.

Official route - Steinitzenalm — descent to M uhlreith — snack stop: Jausenstation Stiger —
continue to Lake Odensee.

Villagesin the valley: Bad Mitterndorf, beautifully situated in awide basin at the foot of the
Grimming. Spatown with thermal waters in Heilbrunn. Wonderful 14th century parish church
with an atar picture from Kremser Schmidt. Barogue pilgrim church Maria Kumnitz — liesto
the west of Bad Mitterndorf. Winter-sport village Tauplitz Alm. Cross-country-skiing centre.
Ski-flying on the Kulm (World championship in ski-flying 2006).

Stage theme: In the footprints of the Celtic and a pine people. Paintings carved into the stone
in the Notgasse — ancient mule path between Ennstal (Grébming) and Salzkammergut
(Hallstatt). Make a pilgrimage from Grébming to Maria Kumnitz near Bad Mitterndorf — or
visaversa

Note:

The Notgasse, where ancient paintings carved into the rocks were discovered: Rune, hunting
motives, signs and symbols. The Notgasse is aravine, through which the ancient (Saum) mule
track leads. The different paintings come from different eras and give us an insight into the
past. Tours are possible — TV Grobminger Land.

The Wild Sheep on Am Stein

The lonely eastern part is a highland area of about 20 km? called Am Stein. Forests, lonely
peaks, ravines are al in contrast to the rocky area of the west highland area. Altitudeis
between 1.900m and 2.000m. It is avast Karst-landscape with troughs and gentle mountain
ridges.

The main season for the alpine dairies ends when the climate changes. There use to be 95
alpine huts and about 3.000 cattle but now there are only sheep from the farmers from
Ramsau and Weissenbach in the Upper Austrian region. Experienced mother sheep know the
wild landscape of this area. Regularly every 2 weeks the owners search for the animals,
enticed by familiar calls and the much longed for salt. Therefore the sheep don’t become wild
and the farmers at |east are informed about their whereabouts.

6th Day — Steinitzenalm — Mulhlreith — Strummern — Odensee — Bad Aussee — Hall tatt

A stage with appreciable altitude differences. This hike takes place in the centre of Austria, in
the Styrian-Salzkammergut. From the Steinitzenalm (980 m) via Gschwend on an easy path to
the snack stop - Jausenstation Stiger (800 m) and then follow the signs for Strummen, these
are Karsts-sources, which romantically liein the middle of the beautiful forest. On days when
the snows melt alot or after long periods of rain suddenly close to each other appear under a
tree severa springs that soon meet to form a brook. Otherwise the moss-green riverbed is dry.
The flat route continues partly through the forest and then through pastures until Lake
Odensee. A wonderful forest lake, ideal for swimming, take arest and call in at the restaurant
Kohlrdserl Hut. Continue the walk along the River Traun route number 17 to Bad Aussee —
level path mainly along the stream. It is also the cycle path number R 19. For those wishing
not to walk this stretch can go from Lake Odensee along route number 8 to the train station in
Pichl-Kainisch. Take the train from here to Bad Aussee, walking time from Steinitzenalm to
the train station Pichl-Kainisch is about 2 %2 to 3 hours. The train station of Bad Aussee is
ideally situated, as close by begins the attractive route through the valley and aong the River
Koppentraun (Path through the Wilderness - Weg durch die Wildnis/ Salzkammerweg) to
Obertraun/Hallstatt (about 2 — 2 %2 hours), of tour.



Of course we recommend a side trip from the train station in Bad Aussee to the most beautiful
lakes in Aussee. From the train station regularly runs a bus to Lake Grundlsee and Lake
Altausseersee (both about 5-6 km away). This recommendation is naturally subjective, but in
good weather it is more than just rewarding visiting the Ausseerland — Salzkammergui.

The circular walk of the Lake Altausseersee takes about 2 hours and isflat; it is one of the
most beautiful walks in the Salzkammergut; the Dachstein Glacier is mirrored into the lake at
the famous Seewiese and restaurant which offers local specialities.

The 3-Lakes-Walk — Grundisee, Toplitzsee and Kammersee isaclassic. Thetrip with the
steam boat on Lake Grundlsee and then on atraditional flat wooden boat known as a Plétte on
Toplitzsee is an experience and also the Gasthof terraces here where the locally caught fish is
served, makes thiswalk atrue pleasure. Both these suggestions are to be understood as side
trips to the Dachstein Circular Walking Route and are possible from Bad Aussee train station
with public transport, and can be done in %2 aday. Here one travels along in the footprints of
painters and authors, so many who have visited the Ausseerland or who even have lived here.
For the Dachstein circular tour we must leave the Ausseerland and walk from the train station
in Bad Aussee (or go with the train) along the River Traun to Austeg. Then the forestry road
leaves the River Traun and ascends gently to the Vogelhitte. Then it continues downhill to
the new suspension bridge. Now begins the wild romantic part of the hike, aways aong the
riverside of the Koppentraun. Originally atrain track but in 1897 it was washed away
completely in floods and then was rebuilt but higher. A snack stop offers walkers food and
drink, otherwiseit is only the crystal clear waters of the booming and spraying River
Koppentraun. After the old train tunnel you reach the caves of the Koppenbrller, astill active
water cave, whose visit we well recommend. Then it isonly a 10 minute walk to the end of
the route - Koppentalwanderweg. What for a destination! The Gasthof Koppenrast entices
one with an aluring menu and the recommendation of the drafter is,, Let yourself be seduced,
you won't regret it”.

For the last stage of thiswalk there is a choice of routes:

Only 1 minute from Gasthof Koppenrast is the train station Obertraun-Koppenbrdiller-Hohle.
So you can either go by train to Obertraun or Hallstatt and stay there overnight. To walk to
Obertraun takes about 30 - 40 minutes viathe relatively flat Obertrauner Héhenweg. For those
who would like to go to Hallstatt, it can be reached from Obertraun aong the lakeside to the
train station of Hallstatt (about 30 minutes) and then with the boat to Hallstatt village. (Boat
goes regularly to the arrival times of thetrain).

Facts for the 6th day

Starting point: Steinitzenalm or Bad Mitterndorf — depending on overnight stay

Walking time:

Steinitzenalm — Strummen — Lake Odensee 2 Y% - 3 hours.

L ake Odensee — Bad Aussee: 1 %2 to 2 hours. Lake Odensee — Train station Pichl-Kainisch 30
minutes.

Bad Aussee (train station) — Obertraun (Gasthaus K oppenrast and train station): 2 %2 hours.
Gasthaus K oppenrast to Obertraun ¥z hour and continue to Hallstatt train station - also %2 hour.
Marked route: Steinitzenalm — Gasthaus Stieger — sign posted (Dachstein Rundwanderweg —
circular tour)

Gasthaus Stieger — Strummern and Lake Odensee: Route number 8 and signs to Strummen
and Lake Odensee

Odensee — Bad Aussee train station: Route number 17

Odensee — Pichl-K ainisch train station: Route number 8

Bad Aussee train station: Koppentalweg to Obertraun/Hall statt — sign-posted

Differencein atitude: 980 m — 801 m —mainly flat — Obertraun 520 m

Route characteristic: flat, mainly wide forestry paths and trails, partly across meadows and
along treeless bogs (here peat used to be cut for heating the salt works —rare plants like
Sonnentau and Fieberklee (clover) can be found here).



Restaurants en route: Gasthaus Stieger in Muhlreith. Kohlrgserl Hut at Lake Odensee.
Famous coffee house is Lewandowski in Bad Aussee.

Jausenstation im Koppental Valley, Gasthof Koppenrast in Obertraun.

Villagesin the valley: Bad Aussee — lies at the meeting point of the headwaters of the River
Traun. The centre of the Styrian Salzkammergut, Spa town and residence of many famous
personalities like Nikolaus Lenau, Sigmund Freund, Hofmannsthal and...

Wonderful late Gothic houses. Birth house of Anna Plochl, later the wife Archduke Johann.
The Kammerhof Museum isworth avisit. Drive to Lake Grundlsee and Lake Altaussee. Salt
mine in Altaussee. Hand-made traditional costumes.

Obertraun — lies on the shore of Lake Hallstéttersee, surrounded by the Dachstein Massif and
the Sarstein. It lies on the estuary of the River Koppentraun into the Lake Hallstéttersee.
Starting point for the Dachstein caves: Dachstein Ice Cave, Mammoth Cave and
Koppenbriller Cave. Starting point of the Dachstein cable car to the Schdnberg Alp (entrance
to the caves), Krippenstein and Gjaidam. Nature reserve Koppenwinkel, Koppenwinklalm
and theidyllic Lake Koppenwinklsee.

Worth visiting: the Koppenbriller Cave — an aquiferous cave of stalagmites & stalactites. In
the cave one can hear the roaring and rumbling especially after heavy rainfals and during the
snow melting, that most likely is due to the narrow passages in the caving system.

Stage Theme: Through the Ausseerland — Salzkammergut. In the footprints of the Via Artis -
painters and poets. Local Karst area, ancient peat-bogs and calm forest |akes.

Worth noting: In September 1949 Bad Aussee was declared the geographical middle point of
Austriaand the local s cel ebrated the bestowal of the scientific letter and seal.

The Region Ausseerland — Salzkammergut is known much further than its borders as home to
the traditional and unspoilt national costume or Tracht. Here the Dirndl (dress) and
Lederhosen (leather shorts) are worn in every day life. There are many dressmakers here that
specialise in the making of the traditional costumes. There is one famous L ederhosen maker,
one milliner, 4 fabric hand-printers, and jewellers for the costumes...

The 1st advertising brochure for Ausseerland showed wonderful landscapes by the painter
Jakob Gauermann, Thomas Ender and Mathaus Loder. All were landscape painters for the
Archduke Johann and were with him on al of histravels. And the Archduke travelled alot
and he specially liked the Ausseerland, he also got to know and love his future wife, the
postmaster’ s daughter, Anna Plochl.

Personalities: amongst the literature figures, who like to stay in the region of Ausseerland,
there are definite borders. Some of them belonged to the “ Ausseer Party” like Hugo von
Hofmannsthal, whilst Friedrich Torberg was a confident Altausseer and Hans Weigl felt he
belonged to Grundlsee. “ Altaussee and Grundlsee: not villages, not valleys, not basins, not
regions, but aworldly philosophy of life and as such naturally hostile. It is far more than a
fleeting relationship to these villages and lakes, irrevocably of the summer guests, it islove,
decay, resoluble bond, that chains us to this chosen 2™ home...” (Hans Weigl wrote this and
also avery personal description of the scenery).

The Lake Altausseersee — aloved basin, aclosed circular panorama, the Loser, Trisselwand
and the Dachstein Glacier will captivate you. The landscape around the Lake Grundiseeis
more open, wider; the view to the west isamost infinite. On very clear days the
Bischofsmitze isvisible.

The Lake Altaussee is a mountain lake. The Lake Grundlsee reminds one of the fjords of
Scandinavia, or of the lonely lakes of north England. Was it pure coincidence that the 1st
foreign tourists at the Lake were English?

7th Stage — from Hallstatt to Bad Goisern through the Inner Salzkammergut

Generdly this stage is planned that there is enough time to explore Hallstatt and the
surrounding area. A stroll through the picturesgue village with its 2 interesting churches also
the famous Charnel House and the beautiful views to the lake are amust! Of course avisit to



the prehistoric museum and possibly a steam-boat trip, as from the lake Hallstatt presents
itself from its best side. The walk along the salt pipeline to Bad Goisern takes about 2 hours;
therefore on this day there is the possibility to — depending on the weather — explore the high
alpine world of the Krippenstein. Of course avisit to the ice caves (Actually it should be
called Ice Palace) a fascinating experience and we well recommended.

Salt-pipeline “ Soleleitungsweg” to Bad Goisern — from Hallstatt/ Rudolfsturm Tower

Take the funicular in Hallstatt — Lahn to the tower Rudolfsturm. It offers you spectacular
views of Hallstatt and Lake Hallstéttersee. Here is also the entrance to the salt mine and the
prehistoric cemetery. The route number 601 at first goesin anortherly direction, and then
there are many steps down to the M Uihlbach, cross this stream and then the path winds its way
through Holl, past rugged rocks to the forest Hallstétter Bannwald. Here one gets a wonderful
view down to the lake. The salt pipeline was built as the wood to burn in the mash-houses
(Sudhtitten) became scarce in 1595; the brine was transported out of the mine and to the salt
works in Ebensee (40 km away). The high bridge over the brook Gosaubach (43 m high — 135
m long) at Gosauzwang iswell worth seeing and was built by the miners. This route has been
constructed as a themed path and is well suited for learning about the events of Hallstatt and
surrounding region and also to discover the history of the area.

Bad Goisern isthe last village you will stay at on your tour round the Dachstein, intheend a
virtual travel through time, if you take some time and look into the background. Mentioned
briefly are the sign posts with the history en route — further information is offered at the
Tourist Information Centre about the individual stages.

Extratour viathe Krippenstein — (possible visit to the Giant Ice Cave) Gjaidam to Hallstatt —
ahigh apine circular route in the face of the glacier.

Only by stable weather — walking time — about 4 hours — from 1.730m — 528m!

Who chooses this route should stay overnight in Obertraun, so that one can begin immediately
the hike the next morning, 1st to the bottom station of the Dachstein Krippenstein Cable Car.
The 1% section goes to the Schénberg Alp, the start of the guided tours to the Ice Cave &
Mammoth Cave. When it is clear weather you should go to the top of the Krippenstein, the
views are wonderful (it iswell worth the trip) and with the cable car the 3" section goes down
to the Gjaidam. (1.795 m) Here begins the hike in the face of the Dachstein Glacier. On route
number 654 one walks along the well-made highland paths, after about 2 %2 hours along the
Béarengasse to the Wiesberghaus (1.873 m) Magnificent panorama— restaurant. Then descend
in the direction of Hallstatt along route number 601. The path leaves the highland plateau,
surrounded by forest, walk along the Herrengasse past the Tiergartenloch to the Tiergarten
Hut (not open to the public). Then follow an alpine passage, awonderful view to the Lake
Hallstéttersee and then continue the descent to a junction near to the forest-stream Strub.
Route number 601 goes along the “ Gletschergarten Steig” in the Echerntal Valley to Hallstatt.
The glacier mills are very interesting, they have occurred due to the act of erosion of the
glacial waters over many centuries. Valleys and sea basins have been excavated by glaciers of
the Ice Age; the melt waters drove the mill stones and polished the Kolke. Route number 641
goes past the waterfall, Schleierfall, and along the forest brook — Waldbach - which rages,
foams and sprays - to the Simony Monument, where both paths meet again. The water’s
source from the Waldbach, where the water is under great pressure and literally pours out of
the rocks, one of the large sources on the Dachstein. After a short flat walk one reaches the
bottom station of the funicular that goes to the tower Rudolfsturm, the starting point of the salt
pipeline to Bad Goisern.

For those walkers with a good condition we recommend the ascent on route number 641 to
the Rudolfsturm —walking time about 1 %2 to 2 hours and an altitude difference of 300 - 400!!

Facts for the 7th Stage
Starting point is the salt-pipeline.
Hallstatt — for all those that want to explore Hallstatt.



Starting point for Bad Goisern is the salt pipeline at the Rudolfsturm Tower in Hall statt.
Ascent in Hallstatt-Lahn, at the entrance to the valley - Echerntal - with the salt mine
funicular.

Walking time: along the pipeline to Bad Goisern — about 2 hours - from the Rudolfsturm
Tower.

For the variation via Krippenstein: Ascent — 3 sections of the Dachstein Krippenstein Cable
Car. Walking time from the 3rd section - Gjaidalm station via Wiesberg Haus to Hallstatt is
about 4 hours.

Only go when the weather is stabile! Long descent.

For those that have had enough of walking. There are bus or train and boat connections from
Hallstatt to Bad Goisern.

Marked Route along salt pipeline: “ Soleleitungsweg”: Route Number: 601

Differencein Altitude: Along the Salt-Pipelineit is agentle descent or flat route from
Rudolfsturm Tower (855m) —to Bad Goisern 517 m.

Hallstatt Salt Mine Funicular: bottom station Hallstatt 513 m, mountain station Rudolfsturm
Tower on the salt mountain of Hallstatt (838 m)

Route characteristic: Route along the oldest pipeline — beautiful forest pathway with views to
the lake.

Krippenstein variation: alpine climb to the highland plateau of the Dachstein, (Be careful of
weather conditions) then a climb through the forest. Partly very steep. Inthe Echerntal Valley
isalovely forest path.

Restaurants: Salt pipeline: Soleleitungsweg — only Berg-Gasthof Rudolfsturm and in Bad
Goisern

Extratour starting from - Obertraun,

If you choose the variation viathe ice caves or Krippenstein:

Krippenstein Route: From Obertraun with the cable car to Krippenstein — 3 sections:
Schonberg Haus, Krippenstein, and Gjaidalm. Either return with the cable car to Obertraun or
per foot from the Gjaidalm - descent from 1.795 m to 527 m in Hallstatt.

Marked route number 654 to the Wiesberg Haus, then route number 601

Restaurants:

Schonbergalm, Berg-Hotel Krippenstein, Schilcher Haus on the Gjaidalm, Wiesberg Haus.
Info: Dachstein Cave Park Tel.: +43-6134-8400-0

Krippenstein Cable Car: Tel.: +43-6134-8400-2804

Villagesin the valley:

Hallstatt (511m) isa UNESCO World Heritage Site. Traditional salt village —4.500 years old
—for awhole era Hallstatt was the Godfather of the human race: the older Iron Age (800-400
BC) carries the name Hallstattzeit = Hallsatt-Era. Oldest salt mine in the world. Picturesque
village: the calm lake, the waterfall, the prominent church and the houses fitting in, one above
another between lake & mountain. Worth seeing is the annua Corpus Christi Procession
(Fronlei chnamsprozession) — on the lake. Prehistoric Museum. The cemetery — 1% discovered
in 1846. Famous, carved from wood, atar and Charnel House in the Gothic parish church.
Wood carving is very widespread — special school: Holzfachschule.

Info: Tel.: TV Hallstatt +43-6134-8208 — www.hallstatt.net

Hallstétter Boat trips: schedule route via Obertraun: May — end Sept.

Tel: +43-6134-8228 www.hallstatt.net/schiffahrt

Stage theme: the White Gold that has shaped this village over the past centuries. Hallstatt has
the oldest salt mine in the world. Walk along the salt pipeline through the inner
Salzkammergut. The highland plateaus of the Dachstein around the Krippenstein.

The famous caves. Eishohle — Giant Ice Cave, Mammoth Cave and Koppenbrller Cave.

Famous Personalities;



Adalbert Stifter met the Glacier-Professor Friedrich von Simony in Hallstatt. Stifter’s special
perception of the countryside (he saw it with painters eyes) and Simony’s mountain
experience and scientific precision joined the 2 together in a genial way. The Dachstein was
the favourite region of Stifter, who visited the area severa times and it is often mentioned in
hisworks, for example: in “Der Nachsommer” (Indian Summer) and

“Nachkommenschaften”. The most famous work being the “Bergkristall” (Rock Crystal) in
the collection “Bunte Steine” (Colourful Stones). This story gives the Dachstein aliterary
memoria and hasits origins in the valley of Echerntal in Hallstatt. Stifter and Simony walked
together along the forest stream in Echerntal, they then meet 2 children, who offered the 2
men the wild- strawberries which they had picked. Stifter works include thisimpression of the
2 fresh faces of the children and the description from Simony of the Dachstein Glacier into his
Bergkristall, where he tells of the aberration of the 2 children on Christmas Eve.

Friedrich von Simony, a naturalist, born in Bohemia and in 1840, went to Hallstatt when he
was 27 yearsold. Still 8 years after the 1st ascent of the Dachstein it was known that the
mountain was no longer invincible but it was till a serious and brave venture. Simony was
the 1st person in September 1843 that spent 2 nights on the summit of the Dachstein, which at
thistime was avery bold thing to do, as no one believed that he would survive this adventure.
In actual fact he dedicated hislife to the research of the Dachstein and is rightly the
“Dachstein-Pioneer.”

Worth Noting: 500 undisturbed Celtic graves were discovered in Hallstatt in 1846 and therich
gifts that were buried with the dead are in museums world-wide. Hallstatt in its entirety, with
all its characteristics: miners, wood-carvers, the exposed position and rich in history. Inthe
Charnel House next to the Catholic Church are painted skulls...the “ eternal peace’ at the
cemetery in Hallstatt, only lasts 10 years due to lack of space.. A walk along the narrow path
on the cliff face offer wonderful views.

The salt pipelineis no longer visible, asit runs now underground. It is, though, the oldest
pipeline in the world and was built in 1595 —in the reign of Emperor Rudolf I1. It took 12
years to build — about 10.000 tree trunks were hand cut into pipes, pipes which lasted often
centuries and transported the brine from Hallstatt 40km to Ebensee.

Bad Goisern: lies on the northern shore of the Lake Hallstéttersee and stretches along the
River Traun al the way to Jodschwefelbad. Special handicraft: the manufacture of the
Goiserer — handmade shoes and not just climbing & hiking boots. They are made still today
by master cobbler Mr Steflitsch-Hackl — Motto: handmade — made to measure — double
stitched. And the clientele reads like aWho' s Who. The Gamgjaga-tage (mountain goats
beard days) are famous with its Gamsbart-Olympics, the Stachel schiitzen (crossbow) and the
varied brass bands. Beautiful old houses of the bourgeois and mills. Holzknecht (wood-
choppers) Museum. 2/3rds of the inhabitants are today still Protestants and that shows in the
inflexibility of the locals, which are known for their joy in music and song and traditions. Bad
Goisern was the centre for apine violin-makers.

Info: Kurverband Bad Goisern — Tel.: +43-6135-8329-0 www.tiscover.com/bad-goisern

8th Stage — from Bad Goisern viathe Goiserer Hut to Gosau.

The hike beginsin the centre of Bad Goisern and goes past the Protestant Church and onto the
hamlet of Gschwandt. Route number 801 / 880, (also Via Alpina Route). Keep to the left (not
Hochmuth) and walk steadily up to the alpine huts of the Trockentann Alm. High above one
can aready see the Goiserer Hut on the crest — but up to there is an altitude difference of 1000
metres! In well laid out serpentine bends the path goes up and the views become more
attractive. Old larch trees tower through the dwarf pine fields and after alast steep ascent you
reach the alpine hut Brindl —awonderful resting place - about %2 an hour. Especialy in June
& July the alpine meadows around the hut are full with Gentian and Steinrdserln. The
Goiserer Hut is built on a crest and offers awonderful view into the mountain range Tote



Gebirge and to Bad Goisern. A lovely terrace, good food and panoramic views —what more
does one want! In order to enjoy aview of the Dachstein Glacier you must ascend a further 45
minutes. The Kamberg summit at 1.883 m, because of its prominent shapeit is caled Indian,
and offers adreamlike overview. Not far from the Goiserer Hut is the church Kalmooskirche,
an interesting hole in the rocks, where in the past the Protestants held their church services.
The descent to Gosau starts near to the hut and is route number 801 A(880). Delightful
scenery but totally different to the ascent. Dwarf pines, apine roses and old larch trees
surround a bumpy alpine pasture, where there are about 15 small alpine huts. All are
meticulously built with stone walls and fenced off with stone walls — and the route continues
past them downhill through aforest to Igimoos Alm. In between there is always a super view
into the valley Gosautal and to the sharp ridge of the Gosaukamm, which is the Schindereben
near to the Iglmoos-am. “The life in this closed cauldron was hard and severely deprived.
Even the friendliest meadows are called Schindereben — oppressor legacy, because the horses
must be whipped to pull the wood in order not to get stuck.”

The Igimoos Alm is open to the public from the beginning of July to the middle of October, it
is beautifully situated and from the terrace of the alpine hut one has magnificent views.
“Schaftag” (sheep-day) is celebrated here at the end of September. All animals are rounded up
and with help of their ear-markings are returned to their owners Once thisis completed then
the celebrations can begin! But awaiting you is alast steep descent — about an hour —to
Gosau; cross over the forestry road and then the route is always downhill —awaysin the
forest — until you reach the centre of Gosau.

Facts of the 8th Stage — from Bad Goisern viathe Goiserer Hut to Gosau

Start from Bad Goisern, then over the bridge: Traunbrticke to Gschwandt.

Marked route: 801 A / 880

Walking time: 4 - 5 hours

Differencein atitude: Bad Goisern 503 m — Goiserer Hut 1.592 m — Gosau 736 m
Restaurants on route:

Goiserer Hut, (Overnight stay possible) Tel.: +43-664-9872241 — open to the public from 10"
May until 31% October.

Iglmoosalm — Jausenstation — open to the public from the beginning of July until the middie
of October

Route characteristic: steep alpine footpaths, paths across a pine pastures, forest tracks.
Villagesin the valley: Gosau — during century long seclusion this scattered residential region
of Gosau has kept some specific features: e.g. hand made wooden clocks.

Fossil grinder at Gapp in Gosau — fossilized snails, shells, cordls...

In the Heimathaus Schmiedbauern one gets an insight into the life of the farmers over the past
100 years. Also today Gosau is about 85 % Protestant — hence also the connection over the
old-steps to Ramsau, where the bibles were smuggled.

Stage theme: Transcending the Kalmberg-Massif, that separates the wide valley of Bad
Goisern from Gosau. Kalmoos Church —in a cave near the Goiserer Hut, in which the
Protestants secretly held their meetings.

Info: TV Gosau Tel.: +43-6136-8295 www.tiscover.at/gosau

Cable car: Gosaukammbahn: 06134 — 88560 www.dachstein.at

L ake Gosausee — Gosaukamm Cable Car: for those that have driven with their own car to the
Lake Gosausee and not taken ataxi at the start of the tour has an extra 2 hour walk. From
“Gosau-Mitte” to the “Kulturzentrum” and from there along the Gosauer Panoramaweg and
on to the terminal of the chair lift — from here along the pavement to the parking place at the
lake.

And with that the circle is completed — once round the Dachstein. Adventure, impressions,
encounters, explorations and views...are already memories! We hope that you have wonderful
memories and can keep alive the living pictures for along time to come.



